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T E T O N VA L L E Y N E W S . N E T

Teton Valley News Editor 
(then-reporter) Connor Shea took 
home four accolades in the weekly 
division at this year’s Idaho Press 
Club ‘Best of 2022’ Awards.

Shea recieved second place in the 
category of Education Report for 
his story written about Tom Mar-
cum, the much-beloved Victor Ele-
mentary Janitor who recently retired 
from his post after serving since 
1994.

Shea also recieved 3rd place 
awards for Sports Prep Story and 
Sports Story of the year for his cov-
erage of Teton High School’s state 
3rd place finish in football as well as a 
profile of the famed Teton Juggler.

The outdoor feature ‘The 

Fountain of Youth’, a report on pow-
surfing with Dave and Walker 
Bender, also won 3rd place.

Shea would like to thank the com-
munity at large for the wonderful 

opportunity to cover an amazing 
place.

“The Teton Valley community 
is an absoloutley essential part of 
my ability to be recognized for my 
work,” said Shea. “Teton Valley is a 
very dynamic community and I am 
thrilled to have started my career 
here. I could imagine no better place 
to grow as a Journalist. Thank you 
to all of the sources and individuals I 
have looked to for information. Your 
cooperation is invaluble to helping 
me complete what I firmly beleve is 
an essential community service.”

“I remain grateful to all our dedi-
cated readers and subscribers. With-
out you the TVN would simply not 
exist,” said Shea. “Thank you.”

TVN honored at Idaho Press Club Awards

Connor Shea holds up his awards 
in Boise.

CONNOR SHEA

Friends of the Teton River and 
Idaho Fish and Game officials held 
a timely presentation on Thursday 
at Highpoint Cider dedicated to 
explaining the ins and outs of how 
trout in the Teton River are faring.

This summer is set 
to bring some of the 
best fishing conditions 
in recent years with the 
fruits of a healthy snow 
year sitting high in the 
ranges surrounding the 
river.

FTR Fisheries Pro-
gram Manager Brian Van 
Winkle led the presenta-
tion, with additional input 
from Idaho Fish and 
Game Biologist Nathan 
Tillotson and Upper 
Snake Fisheries Manager 
Brett High. FTR’s Direc-
tor of Stream Restoration 
and Fisheries Research 
Mike Lien also contrib-
uted.

Van Winkle kicked 
things off by introducing FTR, its 
strategic plan, and program goals. 
He then dived into a more data-fo-
cused presentation talking about 
trends in spawning rates, spawn-
ing locations, and the overall trout 
population.

Currently across the whole 
Teton River, the native Yellow-
stone Cutthroat Trout remained 
stable at around 45% of the popu-
lation of all fish in the river. Yellow-
stone Cutthroat Trout, or “cutties”, 
are the primary species of concern 
due to their native status in rivers 
throughout the Greater Yellow-
stone Ecosystem.

Their numbers are under threat 
primarily due to the introduction 
(and competition with) Brook, 
Rainbow, and Brown trout. Addi-
tionally, cutties also can cross-re-
produce with Rainbows, leading to 
genetic hybridization.

While under threat, cutties 
have been persevering and even 
rebounding from their low point in 
1998 of an estimated 14 trout per 
mile across the Upper Teton River. 
At the present day, there are around 
1,000 cutties per mile in the Upper 
Teton.

Teton Valley also is the loca-
tion of many “stronghold” streams, 
where cutties are sometimes the 
only species found in various trib-
utaries. Cutties are estimated to 
make up 45% of the trout popula-
tion in the Teton.

“At the end of the day, we are try-
ing to give the Yellowstone Cut-
throat Trout the competitive 

edge over non-natives (rainbows, 
browns, brook). So if we can keep 
Cutthroat competitive and keep 
them at least 20, 30, 40% of the 
overall population and higher in 
their stronghold streams, that’s 
important so we don’t have contin-
ued hybridization in the strong-

hold sections of the 
watershed,” said Van 
Winkle.

There is no hard set 
number when it comes to 
population rehabilitation 
goals with cutties.

“Obviously, we want 
the most Yellowstone 
Cutthroat Trout as possi-
ble without competition, 
but there is no hard set 
number,” said Van Win-
kle.

“As far as what we like 
to see, more is better, but 
specifically our manage-
ment plan calls for pro-
tecting the genetic integ-
rity and population via-
bility of Cutthroat trout,” 

said ID F&G’s Brett High.
Van Winkle went on to break 

down population estimates for var-
ious stretches (or reaches) of the 
river.

The South Fork of the Teton 
River is a reach that is “of con-
cern” for ID F&G and FTR, with 
161 trout per mile with browns the 
most numerous. There is an esti-
mated 161 trout per mile here with 
around 19 cutties per mile. Van 
Winkle mentioned its lower ele-
vation, warmer waters, and higher 
rate of agricultural diversion as 
challenges to this stretch.

“Brown trout are doing pretty 
well, All others, not so much. 
Browns care for more tepid water,” 
said Van Winkle.

Things get better in the Teton 
Canyon (northeast of Rexburg, not 
east of Alta) reach, with Van Win-
kle characterizing the estimate of 
1229 cutties per mile as “really cool 
to see”, especially considering there 
were less than 400 cutties/mile 
there in 2015.

“The hypothesis is that all of 
the ongoing restoration projects 
we have done in Canyon Creek in 
particular have helped with that. If 
this continues to climb that would 
be awesome,” said Van Winkle.

The Breckinridge reach up to 
Packsaddle is about average, with 
56 cutties/mile, while non-native 
species are stronger with 648 rain-
bows/mile among similar numbers 
for brook and browns.

CONNOR SHEA

On Wednesday, April 26th the 
Seniors West of The Tetons dining 
hall was filled, to the brim, with area 
residents preparing to hear a very 
timely message regarding Grizzly 
bears and human-bear conflict.

The presentation was organized 
by a group of concerned residents 
who mostly live in the North Leigh 
Creek area of Teton Valley.

Residents around that neighbor-
hood became deeply angered and 
passionate about the euthanization 
of a Grizzly sow and her two cubs 
in the area last November by Idaho 
Fish and Game.

Resident (and retired long-time 
Idaho Fish and Game naturalist) 
Mike Abbott began the meeting 
by thanking SWOT and giving his 
perspective on the incident last fall, 
which happened “a quarter mile” 

from Abbott’s house.
“I’m talking about her because 

she demonstrates the things that we 
need to pay attention to going down 
the road,” said Abbott. “She never 
got into any trouble as far as I could 
tell, other than the fact that she 
made some people nervous.”

“I don’t really think she was that 
tolerant of humans. Nobody along 
North or Middle Leigh saw her, 
besides once in the middle of the 
night. She was nocturnal. I think 
she liked the wildlife corridors and 
all the natural food sources that go 
along there,” said Abbott.

Abbott maintains she was sim-
ply trying to “bulk her cubs up” and 
had “never gotten into any garbage”. 
Abbott didn’t know the bear had 
been destroyed until reading an ID 
F&G press release.

“They did go around warning 

everybody when the bear was out 
there and I thought that was awe-
some. We were excited to have her 
come down and visit,” said Abbott. 
“It wasn’t a big hassle. A sow with 
cubs is nothing to trifle with. We 
were ok. We knew she would even-
tually move out.”

After the incident Abbott and 
every one of his neighbors he talked 
to were distraught.

“We felt like this was an overre-
action. Their reasoning was pub-
lic safety, you can always use that, 
but there is a big difference between 
public fear and what we saw, agency 
fear,” said Abbott.

More understanding of griz-
zlies will be key to managing con-
flicts with the growth of the valley 
considered.

Bear awareness meeting strikes 
a cord with local community

BY CONNOR SHEA

County Comissioner Mike Whitfield waits to speak with Dr. Chris Servheen after Servheen’s presentation 
last Wednesday night.

“State of the Fishery” 
meeting sets the 
stage for summer
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St. John’s Health

Meet Our New Provider

Allison Armitage, FNP
Gastroenterology

Allison Armitage is a nurse practitioner specializing in the diagnosis and
treatment of gastrointestinal disorders. Common conditions she sees
patients for include gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD), gastroparesis,
constipation, irritable bowel syndrome, chronic abdominal pain,
inflammatory bowel disease (Crohn’s and ulcerative colitis), hepatitis, fatty
liver disease, pancreatic insufficiency, and other nutritional disorders.
Allison is passionate about gastroenterology, and loves helping patients
take steps to improve their overall quality of life. When she's not working
(or parenting), Allison can often be found skiing, biking, trail running, and
enjoying all that our great outdoors have to offer. Originally from Vermont,
she now lives in Moose, Wyoming with her husband, a park ranger, and
two young children.

To make an appointment
with Allison Armitage, FNP
please call (307) 739-7690

Allison Armitage, FNP
Gastroenterology

Allison Armitage, FNP
Gastroenterology

Allison Armitage is a nurse practitioner specializing in the diagnosis and
treatment of gastrointestinal disorders. Common conditions she sees
patients for include gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD), gastroparesis,
constipation, irritable bowel syndrome, chronic abdominal pain,
inflammatory bowel disease (Crohn’s and ulcerative colitis), hepatitis, fatty
liver disease, pancreatic insufficiency, and other nutritional disorders.
Allison is passionate about gastroenterology, and loves helping patients
take steps to improve their overall quality of life. When she’s not working
(or parenting), Allison can often be found skiing, biking, trail running, and
enjoying all that our great outdoors have to offer. Originally from Vermont,
she now lives in Moose, Wyoming with her husband, a park ranger, and
two young children.
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Compass is a licensed real estate broker, licensed to do business as Compass RE in Delaware, Idaho, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Tennessee, Compass Real Estate in Washington, DC, and Compass Realty Group in Missouri and Kansas.

65 S. Main Street
Driggs, ID 84322

501 Huntsman Spring
Driggs ID 84322

80 W. Broadway
Jackson, WY 83001

3200 McCollister Drive
Teton Village, WY 83025

Snake River Sporting Club
Jackson, WY 83001

270 W. Pearl Avenue
Jackson, WY 83001

235 S. Main Street
Thayne, WY 83127

46 Iron Horse Drive
Alpine, WY 83128

888.738.6060
Compass.com

TETON VALLEY

Brand New Timberline Home
Open concept, bright large windows, stunning kitchen
0.44 acres | 2,703 sqft | 4Bd/4Ba
Victor, ID | $1,695,000 | MLS#23-215
Zachary K. Smith | 307.690.3674
zacharysmith@compass.com

One Of A Kind Opportunity
NX Mixed Use zone, well-maintained, fantastic location
0.21 acres | 660 sqft | 3Bd/1Ba
Victor, ID | $419,000 | MLS#23-370
Paul Kelly | 307.690.7057
paul.kelly@compass.com

One acre, premium location
Teton views, borders open space, build ready
1.00 acres || $225,000
Driggs, ID | MLS#23-350
Carl Struttmann | 208.419.6112
car.lstruttmann@compass.com

Dramatic Building Site
Secluded lot, near Driggs, year-round access
10.37 acres | $275,000
Tetonia, ID | MLS#22-3063
The Grand Associates | 208.399.3056
thegrandassociates@compass.com
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“The most important thing 
is to understand these bears so 
we can respect them, but not 
have unwarranted fears. We 
know there are more bears, we 
know they are coming down 
in the future, and we know 
there are more houses being 
built right in the wildlife corri-
dors. That’s the recipe for con-
flict,” said Abbott.

Abbott also hopes to par-
lay the efforts into more con-
sequential action, even men-
tioning some inroads taken 
with the county government, 
potentially creating a county 
bear ordinance (for attractant 
security) and creating a bear 
overlay map for the county 
GIS systems.

That is why the small unof-
ficial group, christened Teton 
Valley Bearwise by Abbott, 
arranged to have Dr. Chris 
Servheen come down to Teton 
Valley from Missoula, MT, to 
give a presentation to residents 
and interested parties.

Srevheen is a grizzly bear 
recovery expert, having served 
with the US Fish and Wild-
life Service for over 35 years. 
Servheen is currently the Pres-
ident/Board Chair of the 
Montana Wildlife Federa-
tion and also does extensive 
bear-focused work with the 
International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature.

Servheen started his pre-
sentation off with an overview 
of the grizzly bear, describing 
its species characteristics. He 
then talked at length about the 
species’ history, including its 
near-extinction during Amer-
ican expansion and the differ-
ent population groups located 
through the lower 48 states 
and southwestern Canada.

Servheen then went on to 
discuss the current status of 
grizzly bears, especially focus-
ing on their recovery after 
being listed as an endangered 
species (in the lower 48 and 
Canada) in 1975 during the 
creation of the endangered 
species act.

That status held until July 
2017, when the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service “delisted” the 
bears.

That decision came with 
much controversy, particularly 
in the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem (GYE) and Idaho 
and Wyoming, which had 
to cancel hunts for Fall 2018 
after a federal judge restored 
those protections.

According to the National 
Park Service, in 1975 there 
were only estimated to be 136 
bears in the GYE. In 2021, 
due to strict regulations pro-
hibiting Grizzly hunting in 
the GYE, that estimate had 
grown to 1,063 bears.

“The recovery is built on 
science and facts, and that has 
been the fundamental rea-
son why we have done so well,” 
said Servheen. “Today we have 
grizzly bears all over the sys-
tem. We have come a long 
way.”

While illegal hunting and, 
interestingly, wolf trapping 
(bears getting maimed by 
snares intended for wolves), 
remain a top concern for bears 
out in the wilds, development 
in bears’ territory and human 
backcountry encroachment 
(including sharing locations 
on social media) are more sub-
tle (but equally as dangerous) 
ways bears are coming under 
threat.

“If we’re not careful, we are 
going to lose the very things 
that bring people here. The 
reason that we are all here. 
The reason you people live 
here. We can’t whistle past the 
graveyard and put it on the 
new people coming. We all 
have an effect,” said Servheen.

“The overlap of more bears 
and more people requires peo-
ple to be more bear aware 
when living in bear coun-
try. You have to be more care-
ful about what you do when 
living in bear country,” said 
Servheen. “This is what we 
call the leading, bleeding edge 
of bear management.”

Rounding out this point, 
Servheen went on to stress 
that conservation easements 
(where private landowners 
designate wildlands to never 
be developed, in perpetuity) 
were invaluable and “critical.”

Servheen then went on to 
explain proper bear conflict 
mitigation techniques, such 
as securing attractants such 

as garbage bins, birdfeeders, 
chicken coops, and gardens.

Techniques discussed 
included using bear-proof 
bins for trash, using height 
and distance allotments for 
bird feeders, and using fenc-
ing (both electric and metal) 
for coops, dumpsters, and gar-
dens. Fenced-in areas should 
not be accessible from any 
side, including the overhead 
sections.

Bear safety techniques 
were also discussed includ-
ing making noise and travel-
ing in groups when recreating, 
avoiding traveling at night, 
and “always, always” carrying 
bear spray in an accessible spot.

“Bear spray works,” said 
Servheen. “Practice using it, 
practice taking it out and tak-
ing the safety off, and prac-
tice spraying it down. It comes 
right up off the ground and 
hits them in the face.”

After the presentation, 
and a very great question and 
answer session, Servheen was 
impressed with what Abbott 
and fellow concerned resi-
dents are starting.

“The future of grizzly bears 
is not only based on the agen-
cies, it’s going to be based on 
the people that live, work, and 
recreate in bear habitat. Those 
people need to be key to the 
bears’ survival. They need to be 
aware of bears. They need to 
know how to live with bears. 
They need to speak up about 
the needs of bears and the fact 
that all these people here in 
this area are so interested is just 
wonderful,” said Servheen.

In conclusion, Servheen 
mentioned that perhaps the 
most critical thing to do is 
accept that bears are around 
and an integral part of the 
place that we live in.

“You have to tell peo-
ple, because then everybody 
becomes more bear aware,” 
said Srvheen. “The fact that, 
you know, the bears are here 
and we live among them. We 
have to do the right things. 
Pretending they’re not here, 
to protect them, is not going 
to protect them. It’s not going 
to be good. We need to be 
speaking up and we need to be 
aware of bears and we all need 
to be part of the solution.”

Bear/from a1


